








ir Corps 


N EW S ta 


ISSUED BY OFFICE OF CHIEF OF THE AIR CORPS.WAR BEPARTMENT WASHINGTON, DC. | 








| UG 
VOL. XXII G34 APRIL 15. 1939 




















— raz; 
Fact Fro} Library 
41) F . 


ara y 








VOL, XXII AIR CORPS NEWS LETTER NO. 8 

Information Division Munitions Building 
Air Corps April 15, 1939 Washington, D.C. 
The chief 


yee of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
Guard, and others connected with aviation, 
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THE EXPANSION OF THE ARMY AIR CORPS 
By es General Barton K. Yount, Air Corps, 
Assistant to the Chief of the Air Corps 





An address before the Philadelphia Chapter, Veterans of Foreign 


Wars, at Philadelphia, Pa., 


Mr, Chairman, Members of the Philadel- 
phia Chapter, Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
and your guests: 
It is a great p 
to and @ grea 
triotic organization such as yours on 
Dey. After listening to the pre- 
amble of your Constitution and knowing 
of your splendid organization and your 
reat interest in military affairs, it 
8 unnecessary to review for you the 
record of the United States Army in the 
wars in which this country has partici- 
pated. You know that splendid record as 


leasure to be with you 


well as I do and you know that the United! 


States hag never been defeated. 

I am sure that you are also familiar 
with the Army's accomplishments in help- 
ing to build our great nation, It is 
enough to say that the United States 
Army has been a veritable "Vanguard of 
American Civilization" and that its in- 
fluence in peaceful pursuits has matched 
its ms, poh in war, 

Gentlemen, we are living in troubled 
times. ress is filled with records 
of the pestilence of present wars and 
the threats of wars to come. 

God grant that we may never again be 
called upon to defend our shores or the 
institutions which we have struggled to 
build and which we have fought to pro- 
tect, But one thing is certain, and 
with this I know that hag gentlemen will 
agree, we will fight, if necessary, to 
protect them, 

And so today, instead of talking of 
our past, I am going to devote a few 
minutes to telling you something of our 
plans for the future and in ticular 
as to how those plans apply to the ex- 
pansion of our Air Corps. 

In January, the President of the United 
States in a message to Congress said: 

"What needs to be emphasized is the 

iter change which hag come over con- 

licts between the nations since the 
world war and especially in the past 
five or six years." | 
aasys tasp aviation” tes ing today 
ary aviation is increasing to ), 
at an unprecedented and alarming rate. 
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| saunas eee teioe lil Rnese tenetieneteeeetemeeneeset eee 


honor to address a pa- | 


on Army Day, April 6, 1939. 


| Increased eon increased speed, in- 

creased capacity of airplanes have 

changed our requirements for defen- 

| give aviation.’ 
There is a new range and speed to of- 

fense. It has, therefore, become ne- 

cessary to restudy the defense required 

'to meet present possibilities of offense 

‘against us. What was adequate national 

defense 15 years ago, or even fiveyears 

ago, is now insuff cient. The proper 

| Strength for our defensive forces may 

ibe figured from several different 

{points of view: 

| 1st - The amount of national defense 

which can be provided without 

causing general objection to 

| what must be paid in taxes. 

| 2nd — The maximum defensive strength 

| which we may conceivably re- 

ire, and 

| Ord - & necess compromise between 

the two (considering the forces 
aha e 





which may brought 
against us) -.the minimum ne- 
ces to safeguard the inter- 
ests of the United States in 
this Hemisphere and to protect 
us from invasion, 

| The President's proposed aviation ex- 

| pansion program is this minimum, This 

program, when necessary appropriations 

| are made, will provide an Army Air 

' Corps of 6,000 planes. 

Last July, Mr. J.M. aight, in his 
AIR POWER IN THE NEXT » said: 
"History is full of wars that were 





never fought. Air power will proba- 
bly add to their number, Is it not 
conceivable that we are on the 


threshold of an era in which wars 

will be won before they are fought?" 

Under such con ons the nation 
which is hopelessly outclassed in mili- 
igh strength has in the past and must 
in the future accept such terms as the 
nation with the overwhelming military 
power is pleased to dictate, 

When its citizens are attacked by 
foreign nationals with the open ac- 
quiescence and even the encouragement 
of a stronger foreign government, the 
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weak nation must meekly accept this con- | launched against vital elements of our 
dition and mst, perhaps, be duly thank- military defenses even prior to a de- 
ful that matters are not worse. | claration of war. 


For forty years this nation has been a Such bases could be made ineffective 
first-class power. We mist now decide only by the use by us of a powerful Air 
whether or not we will continue to be a (Force. Our aviation must remain strong, 
first-class power — whether or not we 'if for no other reason than that no 
will protect our citizens abroad from foreign nation may be tempted to use 
being abused - whether or not we shall | commercial air bases from which to at- 
be able to prctect our ty from being | tack us. 
insulted by some arrogant foreign power-| We mst have a strong and readily 
whether or not we shall be able to pro- | expansible aviation industry, capable 
tect our country from foreign invasion - | not only of maintaining in peace the 
whether or not we are willing to fight, | number of planes required for our Air 
if needs be, in defense of our own prin- | Force, but capable of mesting the de- 
ciples of democracy. mands which will be made upon it in 

We believe that the President's Army | war. 

Air Corps expansion beget provides the We must remember, however, that a 
minimum force which will give the neces- | strong aeronautical industry end an 
sary air protection to our nation and to | adequate provision of airplanes do not, 
our citizens at home and abroad. 'of themselves, insure an efficient Air 
in the ground arms the fire power of | Force, 

the defense has so outstripped the power | The other elements of a properly bal- 
of the offense, in recent years, that anced Air Force are trained aerial and 
fronts may quickly become stabilized. ground crews to fly, service, and main- 

To the commander neytus the dominant tain the aircraft, and the necessary 
air power, aviation provides a means of buildings and equipment to make pos~ 
effective attack behind the hostile | 8ible the proper maintenance, repair, 
lines, No longer can the Maginot Line and supply functions, 
papnees Paris; no longer can the English . Whatever its size, our Air Force mst 

hannel protect London; no longer can be balanced, Once the amount of funds 
munitions of war be ge | and peaceful- | which can be provided has been deter- 
~Y produced to supply armies locked in a | mined, the proper composition of its 
struggle on a frontier 200 to 300 miles | various elements can be determined, It 
away, is most essential that each of thsse 

Today, the bombardment of Continental | various components shall be in proper 
United States is not a practical military; proportion, It is impossible to impro- 
Operation. But, who can say what tomor- | vise any one of these elements after 


row will bring? | war hag been declared, 

Last Noverwer, two planes flew non- | Wars will be fought (certainly during 
stop from Egypt to Port Darwin, in the first few months) with the planes 
Australia - a distance of more than and trained personnel available in 
7,100 miles. This is some 1,000 miles peace. In peace we must maintain each 
more than a round trip between the element of this balancet Air Force at 
European coast and New York City and, the strength we will require during the 


according to the published figures, an first few months of war and not for 
equivalent in fuel of a 2,000-1b. bomb. just the opening date. To attain the 
In other words, on this fii t it would | minimum of trained pilots necessary un- 


have been parsiceday possible for the der the President's program, before 
planes to have taken off from Europe, the end of 1940, will require that some 
Tlown to New York, seegpee. a 2,000-1b. 370 Flying Cadets begin training eve 
pes and returned to Kurope without six weeks between now and then, This is 





landing. more than twice the number now besng 
Throughout the world today there are trained, The War Department plan al- 
on the drawing boards numerous designs =|=lows nine months for the training of 
capable of flying over 9,000 miles non- each class. The first three months - 
stop, but so far as we know there is to- _ the Primary Stage ~- will be given at 

day no foreign Air Force able effectively) selected private commercial flying 

to bomb any point in the United States schools, The second three months ~ the 
from either Asia or Europe and return to | Basic Stage ~ will be Gorse at Randolph 
its home. There is, however, no reason /|Field, Texas, and the last three months- 


why potential enemies may not, at the the Advanced Stage - will be given at 
present time, peacefully acquire and or- |Kelly Field, Texas. 

ganize commercial air bases on Atlantic The three months! instruction at the 
and Pacific islands, or even in contin- | selected pecvers commercial flyi 

ental North or South America. schools should not be confused with the 


There is no essential difference be- flying instruction to be given be the 
tween a large well-equipped commercial Civil Aeronautics Authority in the Col- 
air base and a military air base. From (lege Flying Clubs. 


such commercial air bases in this Hemie The President recently made available 
sphere mass attacks could readily be _28100,,000 to conduct o2 experiment in 
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the training of pilots in the flying 
units which have been organized at thir- 
teen colleges distributed throughout the 
United States. If the experiment proves 
successful, he hopes to be able to pro- 
vide a fund of around $7,000,000 @ year 
to give training to as many as 20, 
college students annually. These stu- 
dents will have no connection with Army 
Flying Cadet training. However, such of 
them as prove particularly apt will con- 
stitute a valuable reservoir from which 
to select cadets for Army Flying Cadet 
training. 

Heretofore, of those who passed the 
rigid physical examination, some 60% or 
less have shown the natural aptitude for 


flying necessary for our mili y pilots.! ha: 


By selecting those of proven aptitude, it 


is hoped that we can graduate 4 much jar- 
ger percentage of those entering our fly-~ 


ng schools. 

nder the present plan for Air Corps 
training, the Advanced Flying School at 
Kelly Field will be expanded to accomm-~ 
date the additional students necessary. 
Randolph Field, the present Pri 

School, which now includes a 
and Basic Stages, will give Basic train- 


Aug On0y. 

e new feature of this pean, which 
has not deen tried out up o the present 
time, is the method of g _ instruc- 
tion in the Primary Stage. or this 
type of instruction, it is planned, as 
previously stated, to use selected com- 
mercial flying schools owned and operat- 
ed by ep individuals. 

fter numerous conferences with 
their present operators, a sound plan 
has been agreed upon by the War Depart- 
ment, Under this plan the Air Corps 
will purchase at a reasonable price fly- 
ing instruction from those schools which 
meet the government standard, To insure 
uniformity of product and to acquaint 
the instructors at all of these schools 
with the drmy 
len instructers will attend a course for 
Flying Instructors at Randolph Field, 
The government will also maintain at 
each school one or more Regular Air 
Corps officers to check each student 
from time to time. They will function 
just as inspectors at manufacturing 
Plants, who inspedt the manufacturer's 
product to see t it meets Army stand- 
ards. In fact, the same sort of inspec- 
tion has vow. 602.08 on for years at the 
=e, Flying Schools, where each student 
Must pass a check-pilot at every stage 
ef his instruction. The only essential 
difference is that the flying instruc- 
tion under this plan will be given by a 
Civilian at a civilian school instead of 
an Air Corps officer at an Air Corps 
School, 

Not only the flight crews, but also on 
the ground, trained men are a necessity. 
The Army Air Corps must have skilled 

crew chiefs and crew men, radio opera- 
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standard, all of the civil- 


tors, radio repair men, electricians, 
photographers, stock keepers and clerks. 

The aircraft industry also needs simi- 
lar expert. mechanics, draftsmen, elec- 
tricians, etc. Outstanding individuals 
in these various categories rise to ex- 
ecutive positions and form the backbone 
of the industry. 

We must train our high school gradu- 
ates to fill vacancies in the Army Air 
sal, and in the American aircraft in- 
dustry if we are to secure the full ef- 
fect from our increased numbers of air- 


craft, To apr Paap oatnema tt ypeeenne te 
program, the dir ny will require 
slightly more than 25,000 men such 4s 


these, in addition to those we now 

ve. 

At Chanute Field, Rantoul, I1l., and 
at Lowry Field, Denver, Colo., the Air 
Corps maintains schools. for train 
mechanics. At present some 900 to 1000 
men are enrolled in these two schools. 
The enrollment will soon be greatly in- 
creased. It will be impracticable, 
however, for these two schools to meet 
our training needs. Some additional 
facilities must be provided. 

During the World War we found it ne- 
cessary to organize a mechanic's school 
and some 5 to 6,000 men were gradu-~ 
ated from it. At present there are 
very probably as many students in 

ing at private and sa mechan- 

ic's schools of various kinds through- 
out the country. The necessity for 

the utilization in war of every exist- 
ing facility ares ee pmg | well to 
such schools, e believe the easiest 
and most efficient way to solve our 
resent problem is to use these schools 

n somewhat the same manner as is 
planned for the pilot schools. The 
graduates of these civilian mechanics’ 
'gchools are filling positions, not only 
in aviation but in other branches 
of industry. These schools, under 
their present management, with an in- 
crease of instructors, principally in 
the lower grades, could be enlarged to 
train several times their present en- 
rollment, and the Army plans to use 
them at least to a limited extent. 

I have talked at some length on the 
President's Air Corps expansion pro- 
ee. Although the Teer has passed 

he authorization bill for 6,000 planes 
and the President has signed it, e 
bey gape bill must still be passed 
jand we are certain that it will be. 

TO SUMMARIZE: 

Here briefly are some of the import- 
ant things the President's air program 
will do for the country: 

a. It will give us an efficient Air 
Force, in the shortest possible time,of 
the size required for national defense. 
It is not an offensive force built to 
carry war to fore shores. Far from 





it, It will provide an air defense for 
the continental United States oun At 
: e 
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possessions - that and that only. It 
will not then be as large as some of the 
Others in the world, but it will serve 
notice to all international trespassers 
not to encroach n our continental 
shores except at their own risk. 

b. It will raise the aircraft industry 
to a proper level. The aeronautical in- 
dustry in this country is at present 


wholly inadequate to supply our needs 
for military aircraft in a major emer- 


—. - the facilities are available but 
hey are not being utilized. This pro- 
aa will inaugurate military airplane 
uilding in many aviation factories 
which have had no experience in building 
military aircraft. t will train a 
ares additional group of engineers and 
sxiiled workmen, ervisors and foremen 
in military aircraft manufacture. 

c. It requires the training of a large 


number of additional ae ashare Eete. By 


ee a certain amount o raining 
2n civilian flying schools we will train 
these schools in the type of work they 
would have to do immediately in the case 
of.a major war, It is wise indeed to 
give them this experience now. It per- 
mits us to perfect, in peacetime, a sys- 
tem ch we know we shall have to use 
in time of war. 


We believe that the President's new 
air program is an essential step in air 


| reparedness for this country. We bo- 
lieve that the Congress of the United 

| States expressed the will of our people 
‘when it voted recently by an overwhelm- 
'ing majority to authorize that progran. 
is new program will be carried out 
| to the last detail and on time, We are 
| ready to start - our plans are perfect- 
| ed, our machinery is oiled - but it re- 
|mains for Congress to throw the switch 
| by making the pepeaaresttons available 
and Congress will carry out its part, 

| Let us not make the mistake of begin- 
/ning too late. We must bear in min 
that much time is required to build up 
an Air Force. It cannot be done over- 
night - 18 months are required to reach 
quantity production in planes - two 
'years are required to train personnel 
to make them competent to handle our 

| complicated aircraft of today. Delay 

| in beginning will make for undue haste 
jin trying to catch up and frenzied 

| haste makes for waste and extravagance. 
| I urge then that we remember this: A 
ee Force may go a long way to- 
ward keeping America out of war, also 

a strong Air Force may be absolutely 
vital in keeping war out of America, 





| 
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TRAINING PERIOD COMPLETED IN CANAL ZONE 


The annual traini 
in the Panama Canal 
on March 28th with a final critique, 
held in the Fort C 
maneuvers which had been conducted dur- 
ing the past three weeks. 

ing the maneuver period, all avail- 
able forces in the Panama Canal Depart- 
ment had been offering a concentrated 
resistence to a simulated Black Army of 
invaders, bent i eg the destruction of 
the Canal, and who attacked from land, 
Seca and air. During most of the exer- 
Cise, the 6th Bombardment Group from 
France Field, and the 74th Attack Squad- 
ron represented the carrier-base air 
force of the invaders, carrying out 
dDombing and chemical attacks upon Canal 
installations and upon ground forces. 

The 24th and 29th Pursuit Squadrons 
were assigned defensive missions with 
he Blue forces, aided by reconnais- 
sance missions by the 44th and 7th Re- 
connaissance Squadrons. 
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MITCHEL FIELD ACTIVITIES 


A 13-ship formation of the 9th Bombard- 
ment Group, under the command of Captain 
F.R, Upthegrove, Air Corps, took of 
from Mitchel Field, New York, on April 
saint a SP 99 ‘ sae. for the 

pose of s ng a bom demonstra- 
Vener the Infante School at Fort 


period for troops 


ne came to a close | 


ton theater, on the | 


‘Benning, Ga. The demonstration took 
| place on April 13th, and the flight 
|'returned to Mitchel Field the following 


day. 


} ee ee 


Six B-18A airplanes from the 18th 
Reconnaissans: Squadron took off from 
| Mitchel Field, under the command of 
| Ca tain Emmet O'Donnell, Air Corps, for 
Plight to Ford Airport, Detroit, 
|Mich. Upon arriving at that airport, 
luncheon was served for the crews, 
following which the Air a personnel 
were conducted upon a very interesting 
tour through the vord Plant at Dear- 
born. ‘The flight then proceeded to 
Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., 
for servicing, and then followed 4 
night f t back home, All members 
of tne flight expressed their sincere 
appreciation for the cordial hgspital- 
ity accorded them while visiting the 
Ford Airport and Ford Plant. 


Mitchel Field was called upon to fly 
the C-33 airplane to Ithaca, New York, 
on an errand of rts & i,e., to trang- 

ort Staff Sergeant John Graham, DEM 
Crore » Cornell University, to the 
alter Reed Hospital, Washington, D.C. 

Major H.B, Chandler, Air Corps, pilot 
ed the C-33, and Captain L.H., weon, 
Air Corps, was the co-pilot, Lieut. 
Colonel R.K. Simpson, Medical Corps, 
and two enlisted medical attendants 
accompanied the flight. 
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WEATHER AN IMPORTANT CONSIDERATION AT 
TRAINING CENTER. 


Aided by an uninterrupted stretch of 
ideal weather, flight training on both 
Primary and Basic Steges at the Air 
Corps Primary Flying School, Randolph 
Field, Texas, is moving ahead at the 
normal pace, with the Basic students al- 
ready into their first phases of night 
flying. 

With the largest number of student 
gitece ever to be in training at Randolph 

ield, 222 on the Basic Stage and 336 on 
he Primary Stage, the weather necessari- 
ly rleys an important part, <A few days 
of |.cw overcast, or rain, results in the 
loss of literally thousands of flying 
hours which must be made up when the 
weather clears. During the early por- 
tion of the course, training on the Pri- 
mary Stage is particularly ered by 
the appear enes of bad weather, for the 
students before solo have difficulty in 
ree instruction for several S 
unless flying is conducted daily. This 
problem also faces the Basic Stage stu- 





dents, but to a lesser extent. 

Both sides of the flying field have 
benefitted greatly by the lay-off be- 
tween classes, tiny green sprouts of 

rass making their appearance where be- 
ore vast barren areas met the eye. 

Lieut, Louis W. Proper recently re- 
ented to Randolph Field from the 

awaiian Department and was assigned as 
an instructor on the Primary Stage. 
Lieuts, Joseph G. Gordon and Daniel A, 

Cooper have been assigned to the Basic 
Stage as instructors on the BT-9's. 


RETIREMENT OF TECH. SERGEANT CAMINSKE 


Technical Sergeant Joseph Caminske of 
the 19th Pursuit Squadron at Wheeler 
Field, T.H., was retired from the U.S. 
7 on March 1, 1939. 

e veteran Air Corps technician wound 
up 30 years of service with the colors. 
He first enlisted in the Army in 1908 
with the 137th Company, Coast Artillery ' 
Corps, and he served with this branch of 
the Army until 1914, From then on until 
1923, when he was transferred to the Air 
Corps, Sergeant Caminske served with the 
apa tara jo vores, He was a member of 
the Glst Service Squadron until 1935, 
and since then until his retirement he 
has been in Hawaii with the 19th Pursuit 
Squadron of the 18th Pursuit Group at 
Wheeler Field, 

The service wishes Sergeant Caminske a) 
long life in his well earned retirement. | 


Colonel Henry W. Harms, Air Corps, has 
been relieved from duty in the Office 
of the Chief of the Air Corps, Washing- 
ton, D.C., and assigned to the Headquar- 
ters, 9th Corps Area, Presidio of San 
Francisco, Calif. 
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RANDOLPH FIELD METEOROLOGICAL OFFICE 
MAKES ANNOUNCEMENT. 


The Bolar front or separation line of 
Polar Continental air from Canada and 
the Arctic Region and the Maritime Air 
over the Pacific Ocean, Gulf of Mexico, 
and South Atlantic Ocean, is slowly mov- 
ing northward. The wave developments 
along this front, known as a family of 
cyclones, are less intense because the 
marked contrast between the two differ- 
ent types of air is Lae a bagren's ¢ 

The earth moving on its orbit around 
the sun is at its greatest distance 
from the sun during the spring and sunm- 
mer months; however, the directness of 
the. sun's rays, inclination of the 
earth's axis, and the variation in the 
absorptive properties of the air are 
slowly bringing about warming conditions 
in the northern latitudes. Since the 
Polar front is displaced to the north 
and the dynamic and comvective compon- 
ents of these wave formations causes an 
east to northeastward movement, we find 
most of the United States, and Texas 
in particular, covered with a contin- 
ental inflew of warm, moist air, accom- 
panied by an increase in temperature to 
maximums which should be reached during 
the months of July and August. 

For those not completely familiar 
with meteorological terminology, a lay- 
man's translation of the above article 
has been prepared by the Randolph 
Field News Letter Correspondence, This 
translation is as follows: 

"Spring is just around the corner 

and summer is aps see behind, " 


RADIO BROADCAST OF MOCK COMBAT 


Hundreds of residents in the neighbor- 
hood of Langley Field, Va., seated by 
their radios on Sunday afternoon, April 
end, listened to the thrilling details 
of a simlated attack by enemy planes 
and their successful repulse by giant 
"Flying Fortresses" and Pursuit planes 
from that field. 

The demonstration of the nation's ef- 
ficiency on land and in the air was 

reliminary to the observance of Army 
te on Thursday, April 6th, 

The running comments on the demonstra- 
tion were made by Brigadier General 
Frederic H, Smith, of Fort Monroe, Va., 
Commander of the 3rd Coast Artillery 
District, and Major General Delos C, 
Emmons, who recently assuwed command of 
the General Headquarters Air Force at 
Langley Field, Microphones distributed 
at verious points at Fort Monroe record- 
ed the commands of the officers, the 
sound of whirl NE: Risses: the bar 
of machine s and the reports of at- 
nvasion had 
(Continued on Page 6). 
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S84N ANTONIO AIR DEPOT EXPANDS 


Having reference to the Air Corps Ex- 
pansion Bill (2 roved by the President 
on April 3, 193 i. the News Letter Cor- 


' of the fiscal 


respondent of the San Antonio Air Depot, 
Duncan Field, Texas, declares, in effect, 
that so far as the personnel of the Sup- | 


ly Department of tae Depot are concern- 
| place the number of items in stock at 
| sixty-five thousand, an increase of 


ed, this expansion program appears to 
have been in effect as far back as six 


months ago, so considerable has been the | 


increase in activities thereat during 
that xeriod of time. 

The consolidation with the Lighter- 
than-Air Depot of Scott Field was com- 
pleted during the six months past, all 


| 


supplies and eouipment having been trans-' 


ferred to San Antonio. 
lishment ef the @ | yond. | Branch of 
the Lighter-than-Air activity at Frooks 
Field has been indefinitely postponed, 
the Depot will carry on with the supply 
of Lighter-than-Air materials to sta- 
tions all over the United States. 

There is considerable activity in the 
warehousi 
the necessilt or constructi 
houses for the 03 classifications and a 
new rubber storage room. In the mean- 
time, it has been necessary to employ a 
number of additional temporary laborers 
for the numerous rewarehousing projects 
under way that were made necessary by 
FY influx of new and additional sup- 
piles. 


the maximum all available storage space. 
The annual audit of the property ac- 
count is now in progress. 
pated that five or six months will be 
regres to complete tais audit. 


While the estab- 


| pro 
| credits posted to t 
department, brought about by | 
new ware- 





1938. 


Seventy-two thousand vouchers 
have been issued up to the same date 
' this year, an increase of twelve thous- 
and vouchers for the first eight months 


ear. 

Some fifty-five thousand items were 
carried in stock at the beginning of 
the fiscal year 1938. A conservative 
estimate at the present time would 


some ten thousand items during the past 
ear, 
m A work order section was added to the 
Supply Department a few months ago to 
coordinate and expedite this important 
function of supply with the Engineering 
Department. his section is a feature 
that has been needed for some time, due 
to the great number of work orders is- 
sued daily, and is proving of benefit 
in many ways to the Supply function of 
the Depot. Since this section has been 
inaugurated, work orders are issued 
tly, filed gg ghd and accurate 
1e work orders upon 
completion by the Engineering Depart- 
ment. Material needed for work orders 


_ are traced promptly and a close liaison 
is maintained with the Engineeri 
' partment to insure 
| Of material needed 
| various stations in tuis area for 


De- 
rompt completion 
or issue to the 


| stock, 


Numerous stocks must be relocat-_ 
ed and rearr ed in order to utilize to 


, by reason of this e 


e shipping department was reorganiz- 


ed in preparation for the additional 
pecking and shipping activity. DarAne 
the six montis period ending January 31, 


1939, the total inbound and outboundreil 


freight reached 3,065 tons. The total 
inbound and outbound air freight hauled 


i 
{ 
| 
| 


| 


In conclusion, the News Letter Cor- 
respondent states that the Z=xpansion 
finds the Depot Supply Department of 


| the San Antonio Depot well ahead of 


| schedule and ready to absorb the addi- 
It is antici- 


tional duties that will devolve upon it 
ansion, 


——— re) oe 


Radio Broadcast of Mock Combat 
(Continued from Page 5 ) 





been repulsed, 
In a simulated aerial battle somewhere 


| Out in Chesapeake Bay, the "enemy" was 


during the six months was 877,520 pounds, 
, bombers, and an attack by another 


compared with 713,798 pounds curi the 
entire fiscal year 1937 and 1,422,677 

pounds during the entire fiscal year 
938. The total inbound and outbound 


pounds (not including movement of sup- 
pesos within the Depot to the Engineer- 
mg, Deparsmens) . 

e number of airplanes in the San 
Antonio control area has increased ap- 
peopsansely one hundred percent since 

936. Several new types of airplanes 
and engines have been acquired, making 
it necessary to stock many new replace- 
ment items for this equipment. 

Another significant index to the in- 


creased activities at the San AntoniodAir 


Depot during the present fiscal year is 
shown in the increase in the number of 


' 


driven off with the loss of numerous 


| squadron was frustrated by the machine 


' gun and anti-aircraft weapons of Bat- 
' teries C and D of the 2nd Coast Artil- 
tonnage for the six months was 9,736,982 | 


lery, stationed at Wilson Park. Many 
| people witnssed a part of the demon- 
stration from the Chamberlin Hotel and 


| 


| 





Other vantage epee acd the vicinity. 


With the arrival of Spring, the build- 
ing program at Scott Field, Belleville, 
Ill., shows evidence of rapid growth. 
Quarters are beginning to grow out of 
tne holes that have been planted with 
basements all winter. The upward surge 
is due to the fact that the weather has 


been above freezing for a change, and 


work on concrete pouring and brick lay- 


property vouchers issued. Approximately | ing has not been interrupted. 
sixty and vouchers had been issued ---000--~ 
up to March lst during the fiscal year 
7% V-8028 S A. C . 




















RANDOLPH FLYING CADET "BIBLE" COMPILED 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


The first effort to bind between the 
covers of one small pamphlet all the in- 
formation, history, advice and other 

ertinent data a newly reporting Flying 
adet should have at his fingertips, 
culminated qicoeber ssa 

As each of the 342 Flying Cadets of . 
the March lst Class reported to Captain 
James S, Stowell, Commandant of Cadets 
at Randolph Field, they were handed a 
24-page mimeographed pamphlet, edited by 
the cadets themselves under the super- 
vision of an officer assigned to the 
Caaet Detachment. 

In the first section of the booklet 
there is er a short history of Ran- 
dolph Field, dating back te 1927, when 
the United States Congress first dis- 
cussed the appropriation of funds for 
the construction of facilities fer "a 
new air field in the vicinity of San 
Antonio." The remainder of this section 
deals with the problems incident to ob- 


taining the necessary land and the drill- 


ing of water wells, and a financial re- 
sume is given of the total cost of con- 
struction. 

In the second ag aie of the newly 
cr ig pamphlet a resume is given of 
Fly Cadet social and extra-curricular 
activities. Various formal dances and 
their significance is discussed. Con- 
siderable space is devoted te the tradi- 
tional G.I, Church, the show produced 
for each class by the lower classmen. 
oe ee of the upper classmen and 
burlesques of various scenes and activi- 
make up the 


ties of the Field Legere | 2, 
ce annual G.I. 


major portion of the thr 
Church, 

" ....it is no disgrace to be 'washed 
out' at Randolph," the outgoing Cadet 
First Captain declares in his section, 
headed "Advice from lst Captain," "It 
(washing out) does not mean tnat you are 
not a Flyer} it simply means that you do 
not quite approach the high standards 
set for pilots who will shortly be in- 
trusted with airplanes which cost as 
much as a half million dollars apiece. 
Do not let the fear of 'washing out' be 
a 'bogey' to you - rather let it be the 
spur that encourages you on to greater 
efforts toward achieving your goal," the 
lst Captain advised. 

"Inasmuch as Flying Cadets are poten- 
tial officers, the Honor System is used. 





The Honor Committee is comprised of a 
group of carefully chosen Flying Cadets 
who handle all cases involving breaches 


of honor. The system has been tried and 
it works," the advice concluded. 

Customs and conduct of lower classmen 
comprise the third section of the Cadet 
“Bible.” In it are discussed behavior 
of the lower class at all times, the 

irit that should be prevalent at all 


s 
times, and the conduct of Flying Cadets L 





while on leave or on a visit to San 
Antenio, 

The Honor System, as used at the Fly- 
ing Cadet Detachment, comprises what is 
perng s the most important section of 

he "Bible." Carefully worded so as to 
explain in great detail what a breach 
of honor consists of, this section dis- 
cusses numerous concrete examples and 
the ruling on them. 

Then comes an informal discussion of 
the flying training, and advice for the 
men who are just starting their primary 
training. "Be a 'Gloomy Gus! rather 
than an 'H.P,'' (Hot Pilot) is the gist 
of the advice given in this department. 
The final two pages of the "Bible" are 
devoted to a compendium of Cadet Ter- 
minology and Slang, practically all 
papnnes being com letely unfathomable 

Oo anyone but a F ying Cadet. 

Plans are now going forward to pub- 
lish for distribution to classes to 
fellow an enlarged edition of the Cadet 
"Bible," possibly bound and printed 
rather than mimeographed. 

All States, except Delaware, were 
i represented by the present fe oi Cadet 
| class which entered Randolph Field in 
|March, Two of the three foreign pos- 
sessions are represented, with two 
cadets from the Fhilippines and one 
from Hawaii. Other States represented 
and the number of cadets from each are 
as follows: 

Illinois, 31; Texas, 29; California, 
24; Oklahoma, 18; Massachusetts, 15; 
Worth Carolina, New York, Pennsylvania 
and Wisconsin, 14 each; Georgia, Flori- 
da, Michigan, Nebraska, and New Jersey, 
9 each; Tennessee and Minnesota, 8 
each; Alabama, Arizona and Indiana, 7 
each; South Carolina and South Dakota, 
6 each; Arkansas, Kansas, Iowa and 
Virginia, 5 each; Kentucky, Oregon, 
Colorado and Utah, 4 each; Connecticut, 
ik gd Lyd Missouri and Maryland, 
Nerth ota, Ohio, 3 each; Louisiana, 
Maine, Washington and Rhode Island, 2 
each; Idaho, New Hampshire, Montana, 
| District of Columbia, Vermont and 
Wyoming, 1 each, F 

—— 2 Cie 





Under Special Orders of the War De- 
partment, recently issued, two field 
officers of the Army Air Corps were or- 
relieved from their present assignments 
and duties and ordered to proceed to 
their homes to await retirement. These 
two officers are Colonels John H, 
Howard and John H, Pirie, the former 
having been on duty as Air Officer of 
the 7th Corps Area, Omaha, Nebraska, 
and the latter serving as Commanding 
\Officer of Maxwell Field, Ala. 
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- Man, Sir Reserve. 


SIXTH PURSUIT CELEBRATES 22ND BIRTHDAY 


The 6th Pursuit Squadron, stationed at 
Wheeler Field, T,H., celebrated the 
twenty-second anniversary of its organi- 
zation with a picnic at Kawailoa Mili- 
tary Reservation on the north shore of 
the Island of Oahu, The Squadron was 
originally organized as the Sixth Aero 


Squadron, Aviation Section, Signal Corps, 


on March 13, 1917, : 

Food and refreshments were served frem 
9:00 a.m, to ee ae fried chicken 
being the main dish, The schedule for 
the day included baseball games, wolley- 
ball and horseshoe pitching. 


| Charles &. Trostel and Andrew D, Moore, 


|Air Reserve, transferred to the 17th 
| Pursuit Squadron and Headquarters and 
| Headquarters Squadron, May their new 
homes be pleasant. 





~| SAN ANTONIO AIR DEPOT PLAYS HOST 10 


| FERRYING PERSONNEL FROM PANAMA 


The San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan 
Field, Texas, greatly enjoyed being 
host to the recent Panama Flight, com- 

osed of some 24 officers and 17 en- 
Scene wie with Captain H.H. Couch in 
command of the flight and Captain T.H. 


Captain Robert W, Douglass, Jr., Squad-| Baxter es flight leader, who arrived on 


ron Commander, gave a brief history of 
the Squadron, and peooesnses leis and 
alohas to "short-timere" who, two days 
later, on March 13th, left for the main- 
land on the U.S, 


Transport REPUBLIC. 


March 26th, a Bombing planes 
from Panama to the Depot for reassign- 
ment to various other stations. The 
Baa, gh departed on March Wth, ferrying 
| back to Panama ten Bombardment planes, 





A letter of cengratulations frem the Com-| recently overhauled by the De 


manding Officer of the 19th Infantry was 
also read, 
4 letter, giving an account of the 
early histery and service of the Squad-~ 
ee - ‘oren = noossy d ny Co — 
) 6 ° r Corps (now Commanding 
Officer of Hamilton Field, Calif.), the 
first Squadron Commander of the 6th 
Squadron, It arrived too late, however, 
to be read at the Organization Day pic- 


nic. 

The Honolalu ADVERTISER honored the 
Squadren by printing a history of the 
organization with a group of pictures in 
its magazine mpgs tm ch 12, 1939. 

wwe 0 -. 


NEW COMMISSIGNED PERSONNEL FOR SELFRIDGE 


The 27th Pursuit § on, lst Pursuit 
Group, Selfridge Field, Mich., recently 
added eleven newly comnissioned Reserve 
officers to its roster, namely, 2nd 
Lieuts. Joseph C, Smith, Lewis M. 
Sanders, Harry A. Jenkins, John L. 
Brownewell, Frederick S, Grambo, James 
A. Barnett, Archibald W. Moore, Faul L. 
G. Moore, Heman W, Randall, Jr., Eugene 
L, Strickland and Charles N. Fendrich. 

The training of the new men has been 
progressing quite smoothly, with but one 
mis in the of a forced landing by 
2nd Lieut. Paul L.G, Moore, The circun- 
stances were extremely fortunate, as the 
landing occurred over the Packard Prov- 
ing Ground, the center of which is an 
emergency field itself. 

The 94th Pursuit Squadron extends its 
welcome to the newest members of the or- 
ort ae 2nd Lieuts. Eugene L. Clark, 

obert L. Baseler, Woodrow B. Wilmot, 
Newton: R, Dick, Robert D, Van Auken, 
Thomas B, Summers, William-H, Swanson, 
er A, eek Robert R. Rowland, 

John J, Van der\Zee and Harold J. White- 
It is with regret 
that the 27th-bids farewell to 2nd 
Lieuts, John R. Ulricson, Air Corps; 


inhe The 
flight was accompanied by an OA-8 
Amphibian plane. 


General officers of the Air Corps, 
who were recent visitors at the San 
Antonio Air Deyo’ » included Brigadier 
General Frederick L, Martin, Third 
Wing Commander, Barksdale Field, La., 
on March 20-21, dur the course of a 
cross-country flight o this vicinity, 
and oes General George H, Brett, 
Chief of the Materiel Division, Air 
Corps, on April Grd. This was Gensral 
Brettls first visit to the Depot since 
his recent appointment to his ag ae 
poe ier. He was accompanied or 

.H. Chapman, of the Materiel Divison, 
ey left on April 4th en route for a 
visit to the Sacramento Air Depot. 


| mama 0 mee 


RANDOLPH FIELD CADET DIES IN CRASH 


Flying Cadet Warren L. Ward, 27, of 
Auburn, Nebraska, was instantly killed 
shortly before noon on April 5th when 
|his Basic Trainer, a BY-9, crashed from 
& low altitude just a half mile short 
| Of Krueger Field. Witnesses declare 
| that Cadet Ward, who was oped 
sOlo landings at the auxiliary airdrome, 
'was in a gliding turn into the field 
'when the plane whipped into a spin from 
| 500 feet. 
Entering Randolph Field in the Octo- 
ber, 1938, Class, Cadet Ward success- 
fully completed the Primary Stage and 
started his Basic trai on February 
25th. He had more than 35 hours' 7 
ing time in the BT-9 type plane at the 
time of the accident. 

- Funeral services were held in the 
Randolph Field gon. af Bes April 6th, 
Flying Cadet Robert D. Postlewaite ac- 


companied the remains of the deceased 
a Cadet to Auburn, Nebraska, as 
icial escort, 

--—~000--— 
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ARMY DAY AT CHANUTE FIELD 


"Open House" for Army Day, April 6th, 
ein tata at Chanute Field, Rantoul, I[11., 
and it proved to be the most successful 
celebration of this event.in the 

history of that field, 

The preparations for this event and 
the publicity incident thereto were ef- 
fectively handled, and this, coupled 
with favorable weather, resulted in an 
outpouring of more than 65,000 visitors. 

The local and Chicago newspapers feat- 
ured the "Open House" idea, published 
numerous photographs of the field acti- 
vitiles and cooperated generally in pre- 
senting the Chanute Field invitation to 
the citizens of Illinois. 

Radio Station WDWS, of Champaign, [11., 
donated thirty minutes of radio time 
during the evening of April 5th, and the 
field acerca the entertainment. The 
Chanute Field Wing Chorus, an organiza- 
tion of thirty male voices, under the 
Girection of Chaplain Wallace I. Wolver- 
ton, assisted by 2nd Lieut. Paul H,. Dane, 
Air Corps, appeared in a program of five 
numbers. Major Harry A. Johnson, Air 
Corps, read an ous prepared invi- 
tation to the public, e prveree was 
well conducted and, no doubt, contribut- 
materially to the success of Army 

The features of "Open House" included 
tours of the Air Corps Technical School 
while classes were in attendance, speci- 
al displays of student work and airplane 
displays. Outbound traffic was routed 
bey | the new construction area and 
afforded all visitors an insight as to 
future conditions at the field. Major 
Winfield S, Hamlin, Air Corps, was the 
officer in charge of parking and traffic. 

The success of the program was grati- 
fying to the personnel of Chanute Field, 
and they feel that their efforts have, 
in a measure, served to inform the 
citizens of the community of the peace- 
time activities of an Army Air Corps 
ag and the Air Corps Technica 

ool, 


---000--- 
QUARTERMASTER GENERAL VISITS CHANUTE 


Unannounced, Major General Harry 


Gibbins, rtermaster General of the 
Army, paid a brief visit to Chanute 
Field on April 6th. General Gibbins ar- 
rived in aign, I11., during the 


evening of the preceding day and was the 
Overnight guest of Colonel Gerald C, 
Brant, Air Corps, Commandant of the Air 
Corps Technical School, 

General Gibbins visited Chanute Field 
on Army Day, and numerous visitors were 
present when the customary salute to a 
general officer was fired. 

The Quartermaster General met with 
Captain Benjamin F. Vandervoort, Quarter- 





Master Corps, Constructing Quartermaster, 
and inenaahet the new construction, He 
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expressed his pleasure at the progress 
of building and stated that he would 
shortly depart for Scott Field for a 
similar inspection, 


WHERE IS SELFRIDGE FIELD? 


It is said that visitors see and know 
more about a locality than the inhabit- 
ants who have lived there for years. 
"This would appear very true," declares 
the Selfridge Field Correspondent, "for 
sometime back two officers walked down 
Woodward Avenue (in Detroit) with the 
express purpose of determining just 
what percentage of tcc: sak they ac- 
costed could tell them where Selfridge 
Field was. From Grand Circus to the 
City Hall, twenty individuals who ap- 
peared to be represmtative citizens 
were asked the question 'Where is 
Selfridge Field?' Of the twenty, three 
had a very definite and accurate idea 
of its location; five had a very gener- 
al idea; four had a vague idea and 
eight did not have the remotest idea 
where it was located, although some of 
them knew it was some place in Michigan. 

"Here at the very door of Detroit, 
adjacent to the city of Mt. Clemens, is 
located Selfridge Field, the home of 
the renowned First Pursuit Group. This 
unit's war record is cere eneane and 
comparable to none, It has to its cre- 
dit more enemy planes than the combined 
U.S. Air Units which fought in France. 
It names amongst its former members the 
most famous ‘Aces' of the American 
forces, including Eddie Rickenbacker, 
America's Ace of Aces, who commanded 
one of its squadrons, the 94th Pursuit 
Squadron, Incidentally, that Squadron 
is appropriately commanded at present 
by Major Harold H, George, Air Corps, 
himself a famous 'Ace' during the World 
War. Yes, the First Pursuit Gro a Ke 
indeed, steeped in glorious traditions. 

"very workxi day of the year, single 
airplanes and large formations can be 
seen peoctiotas their maneuvers over 
Selfridge Field and adjacent territory. 
The drone of the powerful motors of the 


latest high speed Pursuit planes, the 
'fighters' of the skies, is commonplace 


to the people of Mt, Clemens. But few 
realize that each maneuver is a defin- 
ite item in the training of these 
guardians of our air - that each flight 
has a purpose in the scheme of national 
defense. 

It is evident that a Pron’ portion of 
the populace in the vicinity of Detroit 
are unaware that they have a sky pro- 
tector of such magnitude and efficiency 
within their borders. Selfridge Field 
is not a restricted area, and the pub- 
lic is privileged to visit it at any 
time during daylight hours, to inspect 
the equipment and to witness the opera- 
tion, In fact, it should be the duty 
(Continued on Page 10). 
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TRANSIENT AIRCRAFT AT LANGLEY FIELD 
By Norman E, Noll 


In checki the records of the emer- 


peer crew at Langley Field, Va., it was | basic course o 


earned that members of this organiza- 
tion during the Fiscal Year 1938 proved 
themselves an important factor to the 
local division o 
they participated in the required ser- 
vice, inspection and maintenance labor 


of approximately 3,600 military and civ- 


ilian aircraft coming from localities 
all over the United States. 
Second Lieut. Richard Kight, Officer 


in Charge of the Traffic Section and the 


smergency crew, announced that of the 
above number of military and civilian 
aircraft which were serviced, gS aay 
mately 1700 were stored overnig 

cal hangars. 

The emergency crew, now consisting of 
three noncommissioned officers andeight 
privates, who hold various classifica- 
tions of Air Mechanics ratings, was 
formed some 14 years ago, and occupied 
the old Operations Building of the 59th 


Service Squadron, which was commanded at 


that time by = iy William Hayward, who 
recently retired from the service. The 
outfit was maintained with the Service 
Squadron for a porced. of almost ten 
years before jo 
ters and lst Air Base egonares. 28 March, 
1935, when the General Headquarters Air 
Force was created. 

Naturally, like the servicing of a 
family automobile at a nearby garage, 


the Army Air Corps, for 


t in lo- 


ning with Base Headquar- 


| 
| 
| 


' 


| 
1 
| 
| 
| 
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GRADUA®ION OF FLIGHT SURGEONS 


The following-named Medical Officers, 

who have been eros the four montas' 
instruction at the 

School of Aviation Medicine, Randolph 
Field, Texas, graduated as Flight Sur- 
geons on March 31, 1939, and were as- 
signed to duty at the station appearing 
after each name: 

Captain John D. Morley, France Field, 
Panama Canal Zone; 

Captain Clarence A, Tinsman,Selfridge 
Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich. 

lst Lieut. Levi M. Browning, March 


Field, Riverside, Calif. 


} 
| 


| 
| 


| 
' 


| weeks' practical course. 


Captains Raymond W, Kerwin, Medical 
Corps Reserve, Chicago, Ill., and Aaron 
H. Horland, National Guard of New 
phage be Newark, N.J., joined the class 
on February 15, 1939, for the six 
Both offi- 


, cers, having already completed the ex- 


' tension course prior to coming to the 


School, graduated with the resident 
class as de Suryeons. 

Colonel A.W. Robins, Commanding Offi- 
cer of the Air Corps Training Center, 
delivered a very interesting and in- 
spiring address to the class, following 
which he presented diplomas to each of 
the students and added his personal 


congratulations and words of good 
| cheer. 


| 
i 


! 


| Corps, Commandant of the School of 
0 


The introductory remarks were made b 
Lieut. Colonel Fabian L, Pratt, Medica 
Aviat 


n Medicine, The invocation and 


someone must do the cleaning, servicing, benediction were delivered i eee 


mt Ee page 2 and adjusting labor on all 
visiting aircraft, and so upon the 


'J.W. Westerman, of Randolph 
inumber of disti 


eld. A 
nguished guests, rela- 


shoulders of the members of the emergen- | tives and friends of the student offi- 
~ Rites were placed the important respon-| cers were present. 
s 


ilities of keeping the planes in safe 


mechanical operation, inspecting the 


radio and auxiliary equipment and deter- 
me an whether or not transient aircraft 
n 


were safe condition for the continu- 
ance of a further scheduled navigation 
training flight. 

Included a the leading civilian 
aircraft handled by the emergency crew 
are those flown by inspectors of the 
Civil Aeronautics Authority, who arrive 
from Washington once each month for the 
purpose of epecting commercial air- 
craft in this wears. 

a~——OU0 ne 


Where is Selfridge Field (From Page 9) 


of each American citizen to obtain all 
the information possible of the present 
active units of national defense within 
his locality. For this reason, there 
ere AO restrictions placed on visits of 
the public. 

"To obtain the most knowledge a visit 
during tne mornings of week 
the maximum opportunity to view all ac- 
tivities," 





iL 
o 
i 


ys affords 


| 





~! 


| tablishment in 1919. 


This class makes the forty-ninth to 
graduate from the School since its es- 
In addition to 
the resident courses, the School also 
conducts a correspondence course for 


medical officers of the Organized Re- 
serves and the National Guard. 


There 
are 448 students enrolled in this cor- 
respondence course at the present 
time, 

---000--- 


Second Lieutenants Phillip Thaddeus 
Durfee and Jack Ferguson Todd, Air 
Reserve, the former hailing from Bur- 
lingame, Calif., and the latter from 
Visalia, Calif., have been assigned to 
extended active duty to April 6,1940. 
Lieut. Durfee was ordered to Hamilton 
Field, Calif., and Lieut. Todd to 
March Field, éalif, 

Announcement was made of the appoint- 
ment of Captain Cornelius O'Connor, 
Air Corps, to the grade of Major 
temporary) with rank from March 20, 
1939, 
---000---~ 
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A BOUQUET FOR KELLY FIELD CHOW 


A letter eae | received by the Mess 
Sergeant of the Kelly Field Flying De- 


FLYING CADETS ARE NOT ALL NOVICES 


The Primary Stage at Randolph Field 
usually expects to start <vainene Fly- 
tachment from the father of a Flying | ing Cadets whose association with air- 
Cadet, who is a student in the Pursuit | planes has been limited to seeing them 
Section of the Air Corps Advanced Flying from afar, but the present class of 
School, reads as follows: | more than 350 student pilots built up 

| 3,030 hours of flying time before re- 
"Dear 'Sarg': 


| porting to the "West Point of the Air." 
My son F/C A.V. ........ has written | Thirty-one members of the class of 

to me several times about the wonderful 
food in the mess at the cadet mess. I 
had the pleasure of visiti Eonay Field 
and son last week March 10th, llth 

and leth and being there at noon mess 

s0n asked me to eat with him and I readi- 
ly accepted as I still had visions and 
remembrances of the Army food of '17, | 
'18 and '19 and had not swallowed his | 
letters about the food at Kelly. | 


Well Fri I had lunch with him and 
it was good but I did not say anything. 
Sunday I had lunch with him again and 


I had to fess wu 

After the meal 

went with him to tell oe: per cones ly 
y 


that was too much, 
that he was rignt. 


about it but was informed the cook 
that you had left so am veleics this 
means to let you know that ail that my 
son has written is true and that tae 
quanga ty » quality, and seneonsng is all | 
that any fair minded person could pos- 
sibly want or wish for. All I have 
heard is 'Oh Boy the food at Kelly.' 

I say 'Sarg' you and te Cook must be 
the cause of those earnest desires of 
the Cadets to get over to Keily Field." | 


| 
Staff Sergeant Childress, of Headquar- | 
ters and eadquarters Squadron, Air Corps) 
Advanced Flying School, is the Mess Ser- 
geant of the famous Kelly Field Flying 
Cadet Detachment pet 
wuwQ QO ow 


COLONEL BRANT ADDRESSES MILITARY ORDER 
OF THE WORLD WAR, 


So | 


Colonel Gerald C, Brant, Air Corps, 
Commandant of the Air Corps Technical 
School, substituting for Major General 
Henry H, Arnold, Chief of the Air Corps, 
was the principal speaker at the Acmy 
Day Celebration ahd Banquet conducted by 
the Military Order of the World War in 
St. Louis, Mo. 

General Arnold was prevented from at- 
sentaat the banquet, due to the press 
of official business. Colonel Brant 
enterteined the termaster General of 
the Army, Major General Harry Gibbins, 
at Chanute Field during the morning of 
April 6th, and de arted via air, early 


in the afternoon to fill the speaking 
engagement in St. pe 
wea ane 


Master Sgt. Paul Kurutz, llth Air Base 
ba eh a ir Corps, is placed on the 
is 


| planes. 
| ground of more than 400 hours, while 





retired t at ets Field, Texas, 
effective April 30, 1939. 


-ll 





| 40-A had flown solo in planes, varying 


from the tiny power gliders to the 
larger single-engined cabin type air- 
One Flying Cadet has a back- 


One young man reported his total flying 
eens as "one hour dual--one hour 
solo--one landing solo." 

A total of 69 of the Cadets had pre- 
vious flying time dual before entering 
Randolph Field, their records show. 

During the first two weeks of the 

resent Primary class, more than 1,900 
ours were flown, bringing many of the 
students up to and over the hump of 
their first solo, The "Dodoes" — those 
who haven't soloed, are beginning to 
feel the weight of their goggles around 
their necks, the traditional position 
for goggles at all times, except when 
actually in an airplane. "I thought 


_ the weight of these things would put a 


permanent h in my back," one cadet 

declared to his instructor, as he 

ge raised his goggles to his fore- 
ead after nis first sclo. 

Two officers who were emote | as- 
signed to tae Primary Stage as Instruc- 
tors are Lisuts. L.W. Proper and C.§, 
Peeler. The previous stations of these 
two officers were in Hawaii and Panama, 
a ony teat ng 

e Basic Stage at the Primary he 
School continues to maintain the sched- 
ule of flying despite the spring fog 
that often rolls in to bl et the air- 
drome during the early morning hours. 


| Night flying, both dual and solo, is we 


well under way, flare landings having 
been started. 

Lieut. A.,9. Lerche, former instructor 
on the Basic Stage, who received a com- 
mission in the Corps of Ingineers, U.S. 
Army, last year, has been transferred 
back to the Air Corps and assigned to 
his former duty of instructor at 
Randolph Field. Lieut. Lerche spent 
his tour with the Engineers at Fort 
McIntosh, Laredo, = 

~-—=-0U0--— 


Gunnery exercises for the 15th Obser- 
vation — Scott Field, Ill., be- 
gan April Grd, when the outfit, under 
the command of Major Baez, took off for 
Eglin Field, Valparaiso, Fla. If shoot- 
ing weather holds “Pp the organization 
expects to get in plenty of practice,as 
it will be down in Florida for the 
month of April. 
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BOMBING TARGETS FOR AIRMEN IN HAWAII 


Membersof the 5th Bombardment Group in 
the Hawaiian Department have for some 
time been endeavoring to construct and 
provide suitable targets for bombing 
practice, Constant effort resulted in 
a considerable improvement of target fa- 
cilities, but weather conditions and 
other restrictions imposed by nature 
have made complete success difficult. 
While perfect flying weather is the rule 
rather than the exception in this gener- 
al area, it is almost axiomatic that 
there are a few clouds over certain 

arts of the Islands, especially Oahu, 
he fact that these clouds usually exist 
over locations most suitable for target 
areas causes no end of trouble. In ad- 
dition, the physical features of Oahu 
are such tha 


RANDOLPH FIELD PARENT-TEACHERS ASSN, 


| The Parent-Teachers Association of 
the Randolph Field Grade School recent- 
‘ly held their annual election of offi- 
| cers, with results as follows: 

| President, Mrs. Arthur LaSalle Smith; 
| Vice President, Mrs. Bernard Wallace; 

| Secretary, Mrs. Paul Jacobs; Treasurer, 
| Mrs. Wilber Lage, and Historian, Mrs. 

| Robert Warren. 

| Following the election, an interest- 
| ing and educational lecture was given 

| by Dean Shelby, of the Department of 

| Education, University of Texas. The 

| Dean spoke on "Radio in Education," The 
' entire school was fortunate in having 

| Dean Shelby present and being able to 

| hear this authority to speak on a sub- 
' ject in which he has won world renown. 


these areas are within the , Dean Sheloy has received the Rocke- 


er zone of seacoast and anti-aircraft feller Education Award for his treatise 
artillery when those units are conducting on this sudject. 


firing. 

Two targets were constructed and fixed 
in position in desirable locations adja- 
cent to Oahu, They have been used for 
considerable bombing but, as indicated, 
use of either or both is not always 
feasible. Under the accelerated program 
of qenpane training, these targets are 
entirely inadequate for the needs of the 
Group, One means of solution has been 
in the use of aluminum slicks. 

Certain designated areas, usually free 
of clouds, have been assigned for slick 
bombing. When neither of the fixed tar- 
oy la evailable, it is often possible 

© continue bombing by dropping slicks 
in one of the areas assigned. The 23rd 
Bombardment Squadron has > a completed 
a course of 440-40 bombing, using 
slicks extensively. 
ed every flying day, which would have 
been impossible if it had been necessary 
to use one of the fixed targets at all 
times. In general, very satisfactory 
results were obtained, Slick bombing, 
however, is hardly a complete solution 
of the problem, e slick disintegrates 
wey in a heavy sea and is often dif- 

icult to locate, especially when ap- 
proaches are made at any angle towards 
the sun, The expense of slick material 
is another adverse factor. Slicks are 
usable, however, and the fact that they 
provide needed targets is welcomed by 
the 5th Bombardment Group. 
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Two Captains of the Army Air Corps 
were recently promoted to the grade of 

j temporary) , Captain Park Holland, 
with rank from April 2, 1939, and 
Captain Donald F. Stace, with rank from 
April 10, 1939, 

First Lieut. Loren B. Hillsinger, Air 
Corps, was transferred to the Cavalry, 
April 5, 1939, and assigned to the end 
Cavalry at Fort Riley, Kansas. 
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The Parent-Teachers Association," 

| declares the News Letter Correspondent, 
"can well afford to be proud of their 
local accomplishments in the past year, 
and their efforts as interested parents 
has brought to the School many celebri- 
ties woo, in their treatment of 
educational subjects, have brought 
about a closer and more cooperative un- 
derstanding between the Parent and the 
instructor, 

"The Randolph Field Post Grade School 
is indeed a source of pride to us as 
parents at this command who are fortu- 
nate os, 6 to have children attending 
the Schcol, and in no small way do we 
| attribute the high standing of the 

School to the Principal, Miss Sue 
Burcham, assisted by Miss Jane Pope, 


Bombing was conduct+ Miss Lucille Jennings, Miss Dorothy 


| Scully and Miss Betty Montgomery, for 
in their inauguration and execution of 
modern instruction principles who knows 
but from this School the future CHIEFS 
OF THE AIR CORPS may arise," 
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PERVERSITY OF THE WEATHER 


| The 94th Pursuit Squadron, lst Pur- 
! suit Group, Selfridge Field, Mich., 
oe ct cag . any constructive nuoee of 
| train at the gunnery camp at Valpa- 
ahaa Bciee First Lieut. Anderson 
| remained several days after the Squad- 
| ron tetursed home and reports that the 
| day after the Squadron left the weather 
Cleared and the winds remained calm for 
several days. This is rather ironical, 
because for the nine weeks the Squadron 
was at Valparaiso there were only four 
or five days suitable for record fire, 
and it surely needed a couple of good 
days towards the end of the camp to 
finish record, 
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NEWSPAPER FEATURES FULL PAGE STORY ON 
AIR CORPS RAINING CENTER. 


A full page stor a the one- 
pone course of training at the Air Corps 
raining Center appeared in the Sunday 
edition of the AS CITY STAR on March 
e6th, Photographs, supplied by the Ran- 

dolph Field Photographic Department, 
supplemented the article, written by Mr. 
Justine D, Bowersock, aviation editor of 
the STAR, after a two-day visit to the 
South Texas School, 

"When a student is ‘washed out,' as 
they say, it will be the decision of 

erhaps six officers who have had a to- 

al of fifty man-years' experience as 
fliers," Mr. Bowersock declared in his 
story, which pointed out that, contrary 
to the opinion of many uninformed, every 
effort is made to complete the training 
of as large a percentage of student 
pilots as possible, He outlined in de- 
tail the procedure of compiling daily 
grades for each student, followed at pe- 
riodic intervals by check rides by the 
flight commanders. Concrete examples, 
without names, were citod by Mr. Bower- 
sock, one case showing that a student 
had been transferred to another instruc- 
tor when he failed to progress satisfac- 
torily with the original one. Later 
rides with two flight commanders and, 
finally, the Primary Stage Commander, 
confirmed the statement of the first in- 
structor that the student did not have 
the "makings of a military flier," as 
Mr. Bowersock phrased it. 

The KANSAS CITY STAR Aviation Editor 
was given a taste of actual instruction 
on a Primary Trainer to give him an in- 
sight into the methods used. This was 
also incorporated von feature story, 
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ASSIGNMENT OF AIR CORPS OFFICERS TO 
COMMAND AND GENERAL STAFF SCHOOL. 


Under Special Orders of the War Depart- 
ment, recently issued, nine Air Corps 
officers are assigned to duty as stu- 
dents at. the Command and General Staff 
School, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, for 
the 1939-1940 course, reporsins at this 
School not later than August 30th next. 

Five of these officers, Major James A, 
Mollison, Captains Charles P, Cabell, 
John H, McCormick, William L, Ritchie 
and Donald F, Stace, are at present on 
duty as students at the Air Corps Tac- 
ti¢al School at Maxwell Field, Ala. 

The remaining four officers are: 

Major Samuel M. Connell, Mitchel] Field, 
L.I,, New York. 
Major Edward W. Raley, Office of the 
Chief of the Air Corps, Washington, D.C. 

Major George P. Tourtellot, Instructor, 

ir Corps, Michigan National Guard, sta- 
tioned at Detroit, Mich, 

Captain Thomas M, Lowe, Port Columbus, 
Columbus, Ohio, 
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ADDITIONAL FUNDS FOR COMSTRUCTION 
PROJECTS AT RANDOLPH FIELD. 


Sums of money from various sources 
totalling $47,813.55, have been allot- 
ted to Randolph Field, Texas, for neces- 
sary construction and repair work, ac- 
cording to Major F.D, Shawn, Quarter- 
master Corps, the Post Quartermaster. 

A W.P.A. project, amounting to $40,000, 
has been approved for the rehabilita- 
tion of various buildings, ounds, and 
for the construction of additional land- 
ing mats. Work on this project has 


| been started and will provide — 


ment for 182 skilled and semi-skilled 
men until June 30th, it was estimated. 
Another allotment from the War De- 
aryl pao +f ote 11, 584,55, has 
een made to Randolph Field for the 
replacement of certain underground 
cables. It is estimated that 38,000 
feet of trenching will be necessary to 
complete the work, Improvements to the 
Aqua gasoline system also will be made 
from funds received from the State 
W.P.A4., amounting to $6,229.00. Con- 
necting lines from the gas system to 
the main storm sewer system will be 


made with these funds. 
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| RIFLE AND PISTOL SHOOTING COMPETITION 
IN 46TH SCHOOL SQUADRON. 


The annual small bore pistol and 
rifle matches for the Major Stanton T. 
Smith Trophy, conducted by the 46th 
School Squadron, were captured by Cor- 
poral Charles W. Jones with an aggre- 
ee score of 434. Corporal Jones thus 
Ss 





isplaced Corporal Norman G. Hower as 

uadron Champion, The matches were 
held on the indoor range of the Squad- 
ron at Randolph Field. 

peat gar Jones registered a 90 with 
the stol, slow fire; 78 at rapid fire; 
98 with the rifle, prone; 81 with the 
rifle, kneeling, and 81 with the rifle 
pier YF Wiranse tae his closest 
competitor, Corpora on —— : 
who took second honors with a ote of 
score of 427, 

Other good marks turned in by some of 
the Squadron's shots included Private 
Elmer Johnson, with a 423 total; Corpo- 
ral Hower with 421, and Staff Sergeant 

ham, who placed fifth, with 415. 

Individual awards were as follows: 
Pistol medals - lst place, Staff Set. 
Bangham, with a 95 out of a possible 
100; 2nd place, Master Sergeant Steven- 
son; 3rd place, Corporal Jones. 

Rifle medals - let place, Corporal 


Janes, with 266 points out of a pos- 
sible 300; 2nd place, Private Johnson; 
ord place, Corporal rt 

aati QO Gana 


appointed a Lieut, Colonel (temporary) 
i th rank from April 1, 1939. 
V-8028, A.C. 
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NOTES ON AIR CORPS ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL 


Officers of the Air Corps Advanced Fly- 
ing School, Kelly Field, Texas, once 
again are confronted with the extremes 
in height in two of its Flying Cadets 
row undergo advanced instruction with 
the present class (39-B). 

Cadet Charles Edward Gregory, a native 
of Port Lavaca, Texas, who is specializ- 
ing in Attack Aviation, is nines inches 
taller than his classmate, Cadet Charles 
Gerdner Chandler, a native of Evanston, 
Saks « epeose lise in Observation Avia- 
tioa, o is 5 feet, 5 inches tall. 

Ce det Gregory graduated in 1938 from 
the texas A. & M, College with a B.S. 
degree, while Cadet Chandler attended 
Northwestern University. 

The present class undergoing instruc- 
tion at Kelly Field consists of 165 stu- 
dents, the second largest class to re- 
ceive advanced training in the history 
of the Air Corps Training Center. It is 
expected that graduation oor for this 
Class will be on May 31, 1939. 


ee ee 


with 11, and Illinois with 10. Other 
States represented by five or more stu- 
dents are Indiana and Minnesota, 7; 
Florida, Kentucky, Massachusetts and 
New. York, 6; Kansas, Oregon and Pennsyl~ 
vania, 5. 


The only forei 


students in Class 
39~B are four Philippine Army officers, 
namely, 2nd Lieut. Bienvenido Exequiel 
Ferrer, 3rd Lieuts. Victor H'Yongo 
Dizon, Ruperto Bayron Luzon and 
Godofredo Mariano Juliano. 

Lieuts. Ferrer and Luzon old comnis- 
sions in the regular Philippine Army 
Air Corps, while Lieuts. Dizon and 
Juliano, who reported to Kelly Field 
as Flying Cadets, were recently appoint- 
ed 3rd Lieutenants by the Commonwealth 
Government of the Philippines. 

Lieuts. Luzon and Dizon are special- 
izi in Observation; Ferrer in suit, 
and Juliano in Attack. 

These four officers have hae hopes 
of satisfactorily completing the ad- 
vanced. course of flying instruction on 
or about Mey 31, 1939, at which time 





Eight Flying Cadets of Class 39-B at-~ 
tended Pursue University, West Lafayette, 
Indiana, prior to their apponn aan’ as 
such, They are Harvey Emil Grieger 
Robert Lee Matthews, William Benjamin 
Reed, John Rinier Van de Lester, Paul 
Staniey Emrick, Bailey Cavenaugh Cook, 
Charles Houston Terhune, Jr. and Kenneth 


Wayne Spenakha, 

ll of these students, save Cadet 
Cook, graduated from Purdue with a B.§. 
degree in Mechanical ineer . Cadet 
Cook, son of the late Lieut. Colonel 
Seth W. Cook, Air Corps, U.S. Army, at- 
tended the U.S, Military Academy, West 
Point, N.Y., for two years; George Wash- 
ington University, Washington, D.C., for 
two ESSES» and Purdue University for a 
similar period of time. He is special- 
izing in Attack Aviation. 

Cadets Emrick and Van de Lester are 
specializing in Bombardment, and Cadets 
Grieger, Matthews, Reed, Sprankle and 
Terhune in Pursuit. 

With the exception of Cadets Van de 
Lester, Cook and Terhune, the men of 
Purdue hold commissions as second lieut- 
enants in the Field Artillery Reserve, 
having had four years of ROTC training. 

First Lieut, James Baird Buck, Infant- 
ry+:@ member of Class 39~B, who is spe- 
Cializing in Bombardment, is the son of 
Major General Beaumont B. Buck, U.S. . 
Army, Retired, Lieut. Buck graduated . 
from the U.S, Military Academy in 1935, 
and prior to be ordered to flying 
training served three years as a commis- 
sioned officer in the Infantry. 

Texas again leads all other States of 
the Union in representation in Class 
39-B, The Lone Star State ledds with 14 
students, closely followed by California 


eney expect. to receive orders from 

' their government, through the War De- 

| partment, assigning them to tactical 

| units of the U.S, Army Air Corps for 

| duty and further ine Wemtion, pendi 

| the heginn Ang of courses of instruction 
| which they will be selected to pursue 

| at the Air Corps Technical School at 

| Chamute Field, Rantoul, I1l., and Lowry 
| Field, Denver, Colo, Following such 

| Post-graduate instruction, they will 

| return to their native country. 


Six pry Sines ee are the 
sons of Re officers, namely, 
Lieut. James Baird Buck, Flying onde 
Bailey Cavenaugh Cook, Jerry Dentler 
Page, Tarleton Harvin Watkins, Harrie 
Dean Riley and Frederick Gerald Wilson. 

Lieut, ck and Cadet Cook were pre- 
viously mentioned in these notes. 

Cadet Page, son of the late Colonel 
William Tracy Page, Infantry, born at 
Manila, P.I,, 24 years ago, graduated 
from the University of Southern Cali- 
fornia in 1937 with a B.S. degree. 

Cadet Watkins is the son of Captain 
W.W. Watkins, Air Corps, U.S. Army, of 
Aberdeen Proving Ground, Md. He at- 
tended the University of Maryland, the 
pony gad of Dayton and Texas A. & M, 

ollege. 

Cadet Riley, 25, who was born at 
Poughkeepsie, N.Y., attended the 
Michigan College of Mining and Technol- 
ogy for three years. He is the son of 
Major Harrie D.W, Riley, Corps of 
ineers. 
adet Wilson, 22, son of Lieut. -Col. 
|Louis C. Wilson, Q.M.C., was born in: 
Washington, D.C., and graduated in 1938 
from Ohio Wesleyan University with a- 
Bachelor of Arts degree. ; 
| Cadet Watkins is specializing in At- 


tack, Cadet Riley in Pursuit, Cadet 
14- V~8028, A.C. 
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Wilson in Bombardment and Cadet Page in 
Observation Aviation, 

Seven former enlisted men of the Regu- 
lar Army are members of Class 39-B, 
Cadets ci Gilbert Libbey, Lawrence 
Monroe Brooke, Clair Edmund Ryan, John 
Irvine De Vine, Jr., and Ralph Monroe 
Fawcett serving with the Air Corps, James 
Dimitri Motyl with the Coast Artillery, 


and Franklyn Thomas Green with the Corps 
of Engineers, They are receiving speci- 
alized training at Kelly Field, as fol- 


lows: Flying Cadets Motyl, De Vine and 
Fawcett.as Observation Pilots and Air- 
pesne Observers; Brooke and Ryan as At- 

ack pilots and Libbey and Green as Pur- 
suit pilots, 

Cadet wire 4 25, of Mobile, 
tended Springhill dollege, 1934-1935, 
and Centenary College in 1938, 

Cadet Brooke, 24, of Mission, Texas, 
attended Wentworth Military Academy for 
two years, 

Cadet Green, 25, of Bolivar, New York, 
747 es Cornell University from 1932 to 
Cadet De Vine, 22, of Atlantic City, 
N.J., attended Pennsylvania Military 

College from 1934 to 1937. 

Cadets Motyl, 27, of Wilson, Conn.; 
Ryan, 26, of Springfield, Minn.; and 
Fawcett, 27, of Ottawa, Ohio, received 


Ala., at- 


their Cadet appointments through the dif-| 


ficult process of passing the written 
educational examination required in the 
absence of the required amount of college 
credits. 

Major Robert T. Cronau, Air Corps,Post 
Operations Officer of Kelly Field, was 
recently named as president of a special 
he Cadet Examining Board which will 
function for a period of two months, be- 
ginning April 5, 1938, visiting colleges 
and universities in the 7th and 8th 
Corps Areas for the pando of contact- 
ing prospective applicants for appoint- 
ment as Flying Cadets, selecting and ex- 
amining applicants for such appointment, 
and disseminating information on the 
subject of flying training at the Air 
Corps Training Center. The states _ to be 
visited include Missouri, Kansas, Iowa, 
Arkansas, Nebraska, Minnesota, North 
Dakota, South Dakota, Texas, Oklahoma, 
Colorado, New Mexico and Arizona. 

Two other members of the Board are 
Captain Edward J, Kendricks, Medical 
Corps, and lst Lieut. Jacob E, Smart,Air 
Corps, both of Randolph Field. 

Major Cronau, stationed at Kelly Field 
since September 10, 1936, was Director 

of Flying of the Advanced | School 
from June 15, 1937, to June 16, 1938. He 
has been serving as Post Gperetions Offi- 
cer since February 18, 1937. 
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RESERVE OFFICERS COMPLETE 
REFRESHER COURSE. 


Four Reserve officers of the Air 
Corps, all second lieutenants, satis- 
factorily completed the prescribed 
course of instruction at the Air Corps 
Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, 
Texas, on March 31, 1939. ey are 
Albert J. Baumler, of Trenton, N.J.; 
Christian J, Jensen, of Eureka, Kansas; 
Seth §. Strachan, of Portland, Oregon, 
and Wm. H. Turner, of San Antonio, 
Texas. 

Lieut. Strachan, who specialized in 
Bombardment Aviation, was assigned to 
duty at March Field, Riverside, Calif., 
and departed for his new station on 
April Sth. 

Lieuts. Baumler, Jensen and Turner, 
all. of whom specialized in Pursuit 
Aviation, were assigned for duty with 
the Air Corps Advanced Fly School | 
on April lst as instructors in Pursuit, 
Bombardment and Attack, respectively. 
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HANDLING THE AIR TRAFFIC AT THE ARMY 
FIELDS NEAR SAN ANTONIO. 


Kelly Field's Post Operations Office 
joined with the main lines of the Civil 
eronautics Authority teletype system, 

beginning on April lst, to dle air- 
craft movement messages for all the 
Army air fields in the San Antonio 
area (Randolph, Brooks, Dunean and 
Kelly). The office was tied in with 
Circuit 53 of the C.A.A. teletype sys- 
tem, which includes nearby as well as 
distant points. 

Three teletype machines were recently 
installed in the Kelly Field Operations 
Office. Upon receipt of aircraft move- 
ment messages from all points of the 
United States, the operator delivers 
them to the Operations Chief DS ape beper 
who, in turn, posts the various infor- 
mation contained in the messages on the 
huge Aircraft Traffic Board maintained 
in that office. The upper portion of 
the board is reserved for Kelly Field 
navigation flights, and it is the ex- 
ception when all lines are not filled 
in; particularly during student naviga- 
tion training. The lower part of the 
board is for the handling of transient 
aircraft traffic, and hardly a goes 
bs without at least several visiting 
pilots' names being registered thereon. 

Frequently, and especially over week- 
ends, the twenty or more lines are com- 

meetty occupied with visiting plane 

ta arriving at Kelly Field from Air 
Corps stations all over the nation on 

routine training missions. Aircraft 
movement messages which concern the 
other three Army air fields in the San 
Antonio area are relayed to the respec-~ 
tive elas Pt: Offices by Kelly Field 
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PERSEVERANCE WINS 


Private Walter Richard Taliaferro, 
whose name conjures up memories of the 
early days of military aviation, appears 
to be on the road toward realizing 
ambition of becoming a commissioned of- 
ficer of the United States Army. Recent- 
ly this 2l-year old enlisted man of 

Kelly Field, Texas, was the recipient of | 
an appointment to the United States mil- | 








itary Academy, West Point, N.Y., tendered 
hin the Hon. Brent Spence, representa- 
tive in Congress of the 5th Congressional 


District of Kentucky. 

Private Taliaferro won the competitive 
examination conducted oy Mr. Spence at 
Fort Thomas, Ky., last November, and ex- 
pects to receive orders directing him to 
report to the United States Military 
Academy for the class beginning July l, 
1939, He is the son of Lieut. Colonel 
Lucien H, Taliaferro, U.S. Army, Retired. 

Private Taliaferro served a one-year 
enlistment with the 15th Field, Artil- | 
lery at Fort Sam Houston, Texas, and 
then reenlisted with the Air Corps on 
July 13, 1937, since which time he has 
been a member of the Headquarters and 
Headquarters Squadron of the Air Corps 
Advanced whe. fry School. During his en- 
listed service in the Rogaier Army, he 
attended the West Point Preparatory 
School at Camp Bullis, Texas, for six- 
month periods during the past three 
years, 

Aside from his ambition to graduate 
from West Point, Private Taliaferro is 
also anxious to be eeent Fees to undergo 
flying training at the Air Corps Train- 
ing Center and become a flying officer, 
in order that he may follow in the 
chosen career of his famous uncle, the 
late lst Lieut. Walter R. Taliaferro, 
Aviation Section, Signal Corps, who at 
the time of his unfortunate death in an 
airplane accident at San Diego, Calif., 
in 1915, was the holder of the endurance 
flying record in ee ene craft. 
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aa Air Traffic at Kelly Field 
ontinued from Page - 
on a local or more commonly known "pony" 
circuit, my tal 

Circuit 53 handles only aircraft move- 
ment messages, and in view of this ex- 
clusive service is able to give instan- 
taneous information to all receivi 
stations on the movement of aircraft. 
Weather reports will continue to be re- 
ceived and sent by the Kelly Field 
Weather Office, ich is also housed in 
the Post Operations Office but as a sep- 
arate activity, over Circuit 18 of the 
CAA telet orerens 

The Kelly Field Operations Office is a 
beehive of activity, for in addition to 
handling an immense amount of aircraft 
traffic movements it also maintains the 





Flying Time Record:Section, whichrecords 





the flying time of all the permanent 
flying personnel assigned to that air- 
drome, as well as those pertaining to 
the approximately 200 students normally 
receiving training at the Air Corps 
Advanced Flying School. Other activi- 
ties of the Operations Office include a 
Map and Navigation Section which main- 
tains and keeps posted the latest navi- 
gation maps and information on the many 
aids to air navigation, for the use of 
the several hundred rated and student 





airplane pilots at Kelly Field. The 
Airdrome Control Section handles incom- 
ing and outgoi traffic, and the Mis- 





cellaneous Section handles miscellane- 
ous administrative work of this import- 
ant activity. 

Major Robert T. Cronau, Air Corps, is 
the Post Operations Officer. His staff 
consists of Warrant Officer Joseph 
Brown, U.S. Army, Chief Clerk; assisted 
by Staff Sergeants Collin L, DeBall and 
Frederick W. Seidler, both veterans of 
many years service at Kelly Field; and 
15 additional enlisted men, all of whom 
are members of the Headquarters and 
Headquarters Squadron, Air Corps Advanc- 
ed Flying School. 


FORCED LANDING REPORT 


Poor Doe was flying around one night 
As complacent as could be, 

Thinking of two months from now, 
When a Second "Luey" he'd be. 


He was thinking of that Gal back home, 
As he whipped about the sky, 
Everything was as he had p anned, 
And his spirits rose on high. 


Suddenly his motor conked, 

It sputtered and it spit. 

Poor Doe just sat there frozen, 
And he nearly had a fit. 


All his dreams turned to the 
His head whirled as it fell, 
"An Officer-husband I'll never be, 
Cuz I'm headed straight for H..." 








past tense, 





But he did recover consciousness 
And glided toward the Field, 

He made it by the Fates above 
And the magic that they wield. 


"A 5 star landing this will be 

And my classmates I will thank," 
But instead he got two silver stars 
For running on an empty tank, 

- Submitted by an anonymous Attack 
student, A.C. Advanced Flying 
School. 

--~000--- 
The Annual Conference of Air Reserve 
Officers will be held this year at 
Mitchel Field, L,I., New York, on Mon- 


day. Tuesday and Wednes » October 
9t 10th and llth. October 10th is 
designated as "Air Reserve Officers 


Day" at the N.Y. World's Fair. 
vV-8028, A.C. 








